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SBJECT: Contribution to NIB 12.6-50, The Outlook in Polmnd

1. %The following is sudmitted as an informml contribution by

the Geogrsphic Ressarch Aree to the question ssked under IV-D-3 of
the terms of reference for KIE 12.6+58; What ave the prospects,
if any, for a change in Poland's polioy cuncerning its Western borders?

Judging from Polish achisvements in end plans for the so-called
Westerp Territories, there will be no change in Poland's policy regarding
the Oder-Neisse line.

The Polss regard the ¥astern Territories as an integrel pert of
Poland snd depend on the agricultural and industrial resources ¢f these
teyritories in the economic dovelopmant of the sountry. A primery bjective
of the poatwar development progream im the Western Territories has therefore
bean to transfors the ares ia o way thet would preclude revision of the
vastarn boxday. Vigorous efforts hove been mmde to evecuate the Cersen
populstion of the ares and regetiles it with ethnie Poles. Eeoncmic
setivities vhich vould be oriented toward the needs of Poland'’s postwar
sconimy heve besn resstablished and strengthened. Productions throughout
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the reglon has boen stimulated in sn effort to schieve levels ccuperable
with the pre~war yeers. ’

A% the present %ime, the trsnsformation process in the
region has schieved substantial progress. The populstion is now
predeminantly Polish and mmbers approximately 6 millies, 1 million
less than before World War II. In additiom, production fram many
branches of hesvy industry hes approsched or exzeedsd prevar levels.
e 1957 herd coml output in the Vestern Territoriss approximsted
the prevar production, vhile that of coke nearly devbled produstion
achieved in 1938, The present electric pover output constitutes an
inevense of 75 percent over the 1938 output. Expension of the irem
and steel industry has resulted in a substantial rise over the prewer
production of pig iren, and an incresse of more then & 100 persent in
the raw stesl output. Notable ineresses have alec been made in the
mechine tool snd chemical industries, whose present productions are
several imes grester than before World Wer II. Light industry end
agrisulture, however, atill iag fur behind their prewar status, reflecting
the neglect of these activities under the pre<Comilks reglme. Efferts
sines 1556 have been directed tovmrd atimlating m moye retionsl land-use
progrex undey private ownership and towvard resctivating many of the
consumer-orisnted industrial enterprises that %isd been sbandoned.
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A largs mumber of govermuent ccmmlttees, scademic institutes, and local
groups ere currently cooperating setively with the national organization,
The Soclety for the Develomment of the Yestern Territories, in slanning
and implementing projects snd progrums that will further revive the
neglected and depressed parts of the Western Territories and bind them
slosely %o the nation.

2. ¥e should wveleama any comments or further requests that
Fyou ey have.
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